Institute for Research on Women

Learning Community Scholars Program

The Culture of Rights/ The Rights of Culture

Thursdays, 4:30-6pm





Alex Warner, Coordinator

160 Ryders Lane, 2nd Floor




awarner@eden.rutgers.edu
(732) 932-0861 x611
(732) 213-3284 [cell]

Office Hours: Thurs 2-4pm


Or by appointment
IRW Learning Community Scholars will study the connections and tensions between “rights” and “culture” through a gendered lens: How are debates about human rights shaped by assumptions about gender and culture?  Is culture an obstacle to or catalyst for the achievement of women’s human rights?  How do individuals and local groups draw upon and modify discourses of universal human rights to advance their own struggles for social justice? What alternatives exist to the language of rights for political, economic and cultural struggles?

Through readings, group discussion, participation in the IRW Distinguished Lecture Series, and faculty mentoring, scholars will create an intellectual space where they will develop research skills and theoretical understandings in preparation for independent or collaborative scholarship.

Learning Community Scholars are expected to:

· Attend four IRW Distinguished Lectures on January 29th, February 26th, April 2nd  and April 23rd, from 4:30-6pm.  

· Participate in group discussions of readings and lectures at the Thursday seminars on 1/22, 2/5, 2/19, 3/26, 4/9 & 4/16.  All of the readings will be posted on the Sakai IRW LC site and should be read in preparation for the class meeting for which they are indicated.
· Attend class meeting at Douglass library (2/19) and report back to the community on at least one outside lecture or event related to IRW theme.
· Participate in moderated discussions on the Sakai IRW LC site.
· Present an individual or group final project to the public audience during the first week of May.  Projects should be linked to the IRW theme “The Culture of Rights/The Rights of Culture” and can take a variety of forms, such as a research report, social action project, or website.  
· Abide by the Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy which identifies and defines violations of cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, plagiarism, and denying others access to information or material. Full definitions of each of these violations, as well as the consequences of violating the Academic Integrity Policy are available as part of the student handbook. For details see: http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html and http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/integrity/student.html
	January 22
	Introductory Meeting: Creating Our Learning Community

Pre-Assessment, discuss syllabus, etc. AND
Discussion and Preparation for first lecture
READ:  Brooks, “TITLE”

	January 29
Reception begins at 4p
	IRW Distinguished Lecture Series

Ethel Brooks, "Missing Pakistanis: Gendered Political Economy, Culture and the War on Terror" 

	February 5
	Discussion of First Lecture, Reading for 2/26 and Final Project
READ: Merry, “TITLE”

	February 12
	NO FORMAL MEETING

DUE: Brief abstract of Final Project, including working title
Should be posted on Sakai by noon. 

	February 19

	Meeting with Kayo Denda at Douglass Library 

“Researching Your Final Project at Rutgers’ Libraries”

	February 26
Reception begins at 4p
	IRW Distinguished Lecture Series

Sally Engle Merry, "Making Women's Human Rights in the Vernacular: Navigating the Culture/Rights Divide" 

	March 5
	UN CSW (post-discussion via Sakai)
**First contact with mentors by 3/5**

	March 12
	UN CSW  (post-discussion via Sakai)

	(March 19)
	SPRING BREAK (but NOTE there is a lot DUE next week!!!)

	March 26
	Cross-Cultural Connections and Prep for third lecture

Sometime before class:   View film Warrior Marks (dir. Pratibha Parmar, 1993)

READ: “Cross-Cultural Connections, Border Crossings, and ‘Death by Culture’” by Narayan AND “’Warrior Marks’ Global Womanism’s Neo-Colonial Discourse in a Multicultural Context” by Grewal and Kaplan
DUE:  Final Project overview, abstract, bibliography AND have met with your mentor by this date!

	April 2
Reception begins at 4p
	IRW Distinguished Lecture Series
Uma Narayan, "Suspicious Centerings: Third World Women, The Rhetoric of Rights and the Politics of Rescue and Empowerment"

	April 9
	Discussion of Narayan AND lectures you attended

	April 16
	Preparation for 4th and final lecture

READ: “The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as a tool for combating discrimination against women: general observations and a case study on Algeria” by Bennoune
DUE:  Outline/Notes for Final Project Presentation

	April 23
Reception begins at 4p
	IRW Distinguished Lecture Series
Karima Bennoune, "Radical Universalism" 


	April 30th
	Final Project Presentations Workshop

*There will be an second Final Project Workshop day sometime this week; date/time TBD by group*
Sometime the first week in MAY … Final Project Presentations 


