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Overview

The last one hundred and fifty years of United States history have seen social, economic and political growth and change almost unprecedented in human history and have fundamentally shifted both US culture while having a lasting global impact.  This course will focus on uncovering and investigating a range of themes throughout this period, searching to uncover the roots of current questions and issues, both domestic and international, and offer historical context for the twenty-first century.  As an introductory level college history class, this course will also introduce students to the methodology of history.   

Requirements

Students are expected to both attend and participate in all class meetings which will at times involve group work.  Additionally, students should arrive prepared by having completed the readings and any written assignments and for any quizzes or exams.

Readings


The majority of your readings will come from the textbook, Who Built America (American Social History Project, 2008; ISBN: 0312446926).  This textbook was chosen to save the money and paper of an additional documents reader as each of the chapters include both historical narrative and selected visual and documentary sources.  For each class meeting, you should read the selected portions of this text as indicated on the course outline.
You will also be expected to read *at least* two of the autobiographies/novels listed below.  You may choose to read and write reaction papers on other books for extra credit.
Breadgivers (Anzia Yezierska, Persea Books, 2003; ISBN: 0892552905)
AND choose ONE of the following:
Autobiography of Malcolm X (Ballantine Books; ISBN : 0345350685)

Coming of Age in Mississippi (Anne Moody, Laurel, 1968, 0440314887)

Walking with the Wind  (John Lewis, Harvest, 1999; ISBN: 0156007088)
Statement on Academic Honesty
Please, don’t cheat.  If you do, you will fail that assignment and be turned into the History Department.  For the Department’s official Rutgers’ policy on academic honesty, please see http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~history/index.php?content=rn_integrity.  For more information on proper citation, please speak with me or check out the NJIT website for resources: http://integrity.njit.edu/students.html.
Grading
Your grade for the course will be determined as follows:

Attendance:  

10

Class Participation:
10

Quizzes:  

20
Class Presentations:
10

Book Reaction:
20

Final Paper: 

30

Attendance:  
For each class you attend, you will receive one point towards your final grade.  Since there are only 12 class meetings, students who have more than three unexcused absences will automatically fail the course.   Excused absences include documented medical or legal appointments, serious personal emergencies or religious observances.  Students who miss class for any of these reasons should notify me via email ahead of time (or if not possible, shortly thereafter and no later than 48 hours after class) of the reason for their absence.  Furthermore, according to Departmental policy, students who have more than three excused absences will not receive a grade or credit in the course.
Class Participation:
Since this a six-week, almost four-hour-a-day class, it will involve both in class discussion and group work.
Students will receive points per each class meeting based on their individual contribution to the academic environment.  
Quizzes:
For almost every class meeting there will be an in-class quiz.  These open-notebook quizzes will include both material discussed in the previous class meeting as well as the readings assigned for that day.    

Class Presentations:  This portion of your grade will evaluate small group presentations on the assigned readings for a given day, with a particular focus on analyzing the primary source documents.  Another small group presentation will be presenting on the book you chose to read. 

Book Assignments:
For each of the two books you have chosen to read, you will write a four-page reaction paper in which you discuss your thoughts, ideas, ponderings on the readings and how it has affected the way you view history, your world, contemporary society, etc.    

Final:  Students will write a 7-10 page take-home exam, weaving together both theoretical and factual material you have learned throughout the course.  This will be due on the last day of class, and will be accompanied by an in-class portion of the exam.  Further details will be handed out in class as the end of the course approaches.  

Course Outline
	Day/Date

Topic
	Readings Due 
	Assignment 

	Tuesday, 5/26
Introduction


	NONE
	**Bring Picture for Info Card/Quiz #1 to class Monday**

	Thursday, 5/28
Post-Reconstruction 
	Chapter 1
	Book Assignments’ sign-up
MOVIE??

	Tuesday, 6/2
Expanding Nation: Populists and Expansion
	Chapters 2 & 3
	Frontier House &  Immigration and Cultural Change

	Thursday, 6/4
	NO CLASS
	Read Breadgivers

	Tuesday, 6/9
Progressivism
	Selections from Chapters 4 & 5
	Discussion of Breadgivers &  The Progressive Movement

	Thursday, 6/11
WWI & The Twenties
	Chapters 7 & 8
	The Century: Boom to Bust

	Tuesday, 6/16
Depression & WWII
	Chapters 9 & 10 
	 “Rosie the Riveter” & Japanese Internment

	Thursday, 6/18
The Cold War and the 50’s
	Chapter 11
	David Halberstam’s The Fifties

	Tuesday, 6/23
The Civil Rights’ Movement (and other social movements)
	Chapter 12
	Discussion of Civil Rights’ Book 
Eyes on the Prize

	Thursday, 6/25
The Rise of the Culture Wars and the Reagan Era
	Chapter 13
	Half the People and With God on Our Side

	Tuesday, 7/1

Post Cold War America and the Challenges of the 21st Century
	Selections from Chapters 14 & 15
	

	Thursday, 7/2


	Final Due
	Wrap-up


